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3. The life view of Buddhism

Next, let me introduce the life view of
Buddhism. How does modern science
view life? Although biology has so-called
embryology, it studies only the growth
process of the embryo of animal or plant
into organism. The true origin of life still
remains a puzzle. Not to mention other,
the question of “chick exists first or egg

exists first” is an unanswerable problem.
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Now, let us discuss the Buddhist view
towards the origin and evolution of life.

Buddhism has not only a definite view

26 +¥TA
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regarding the origin of life but also a def-
inite and unified view about everything in
the cosmos, from the spatial planets to the
mountains, rivers, grass, tree, and even
human beings. According to the teach-
ings of Vijiiapti-matrata-veda School, the
origin and evolution of all things in the
cosmos, simply speaking, are the func-

tion of seeds in the alaya consciousness.




(Therefore, Buddhists say that “All things
are nothing but the consciousness.”) If
it is explained in details, all things are
produced according to the principle of
cause and effect by the seeds of alaya
consciousness when pushed by the
“karma” and assisted by relevant causes
and conditions. Here, I want to empha-
size “the function of karma” particularly.
Karma can be good or bad. If one does
good karma, good retribution will be
resulted. If one does bad karma, bad retri-
bution will be resulted. If an individual
does karma, the same individual will
receive individual retribution. If a group
does karma, the same group will receive
group retribution. Therefore, karma can
be divided into individual karma and
group karma. The twelve links of inter-
dependent origination in Buddhism, from
ignorance to old age and death, describe
precisely and vividly the formation of life
and the process of evolution. The eight
consciousnesses in Vijiiapti-matrata-
veda School include eye consciousness,
ear consciousness, nose consciousness,
tongue consciousness, body conscious-
ness, mental consciousness, mano con-

sciousness and alaya consciousness. The

Buddhism and Life (II)

former five consciousnesses emphasize
the five bodily and physical senses while
the latter three consciousnesses domin-
ate the psychological and spiritual func-
tions, and in the meantime undermine
the physical function of the former five
consciousnesses. The former six con-
sciousnesses are the result of the inter-
action between the six sense organs, i.e.
eye, ear, nose, tongue, body and mind,
and their respective sense objects, i.e.
form, sound, fragrance, taste, touch, and
thought. The two sets support and affect
each other respectively. Their relation is
very delicate. Please pardon me for my
not elaborating on it due to the limitation
of time. The various activities of the two
high-leveled “mind kings”, i.e. the sev-
enth mano consciousness and the eighth
alaya consciousness, are explained deeply
and widely in more details than modern
psychology. For example, the sub-con-
sciousness in modern psychology is only
the single-image consciousness of the
sixth mental consciousness in Vijiiapti-
matrata-veda. Furthermore, the principle
of “Seeds produce mental formations, and
mental formations fumigate the seeds” in

Vijiapti-matrata-veda can really provide
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references of research to modern psychol-
ogy and genetics.
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As regards the problem of the condi-
tions conducive to the appearance of life,
modern science consistently proposes
that sunlight, air, water and soil are the
four necessary conditions to produce
life. What is the viewpoint of Buddhism?
Since the life view of Buddhism is in
broad sense, not only the appearance of
life but also the appearance of all things
needs following four conditions: earth
element, water element, fire element, and
wind element. In other words, all things
in the cosmos are formed by these four
elements. Our human body is exactly
made up by these four elements. The four
elements of Buddhism correspond to the
four conditions for the appearance of life
in modern science. The earth element
represents solidity, the water element

represents liquidity, the wind element



represents air, and the fire element en-
compasses temperature and pressure; this
coincides with the concept of physics.
As to the four necessary conditions for
the appearance of life in modern science,
sunlight is fire, air is wind, water is water,
and soil is earth. Isn’t this in complete
compliance with the statement of Bud-
dhism?
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Next, let’s talk about the way life ap-
peared. In Buddhism, there are four forms

of birth: birth out of fetus, birth out of

Buddhism and Life (II)

egg, birth out of moisture, and birth out
of metamorphosis. The birth out of fetus
and the birth out of egg are equivalent to
the so-called sexual reproduction in biol-
ogy while the birth out of moisture and
the birth out of metamorphosis to asexual
reproduction. Accordingly, Buddhism and
science are also consistent in this regard.
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When speaking of the phenomena and
definition of life, modern science pro-
poses that metabolism as well as growth
and reproduction are the special phe-
nomena of life, thus the definition of life
too. Buddhism accepts this point. But the
definition and phenomena of life in Bud-
dhism are much wider and profound.
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Now, let us talk about the level of life.
Modern science classifies all things into
three categories of animal, plant, and
mineral; lists human beings, the crown of
all things, as animal; considers that ani-
mals and plants all have the phenomena
of birth and death such as metabolism as
well as growth and reproduction; the dif-
ference between animal and plant is that
animal can move at will while plant is
fixed at a certain point; animal and plant
have different types of taking foods and
biology; but some plants such as mimosa
and sunflower have rather high level of
sensation and activity, even in Africa
there is man-eating grass. The classifica-
tion of animal, plant, and mineral seems
to have very clear-cut boundary. Actually
they have inextricable intermediate body.
AR AR Ean g XA - BAR
FIEEHEY) 5 REY) - HYIREY) =
KA MEEY B NEY Y
5t SR E) - HYEN A BRI A
REHELWHRS - HYFEYD R
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ThE) - EEIFMERIZ ARYER | 8
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The most extra-ordinary example is the
virus discovered in 1920s and 1930s.
The virus can be crystallized into salt-
like mineral. But, when the circumstance
(for example temperature, water) is ad-
equate, it can transform into plant-like
bacteria, and also has astonishing power
of reproduction. Buddhism considers that
not only animal and plant have life but
also mineral has certain degree of life,
although mineral has cruder structure and
form, and lower level of life. Speaking
more precisely, mineral has birth but no
fate. What does it mean by “having birth
but no fate”? In the words of Buddhism,
“birth” has the phenomena of birth and
death, but no karma and retribution;
while “fate” has not only the phenomena
of birth and death but also the function
of “seeing, hearing, sensing, and know-
ing.” In modern language, “birth” refers
to cruder life structure, and lower-leveled
life form and contents, while “fate” to
more complicated life structure and high-
er-leveled life form and contents. The life

activity of former one, because of lacking



sensory organs and nervous system, is
more difficult to detect; but not the case
for the latter one. Modern science classi-
fies all things into three levels of animal,
plant, and mineral. Actually, among them
there is a continuum and they are indivis-
ible. The virus just mentioned is a typical
example of the absolute indivisibility
between mineral and plant. Buddhism
has a deeper understanding, than modern
science, about the difference between ani-
mal and plant, i.e. animal has “mysterious
consciousness.” Therefore, we often say
that “other animals also have spirituality”.
But, plants lack “mysterious conscious-
ness,” therefore their “spirituality” is very
difficult to be found. What does it mean
by “mysterious consciousness”? It means
the magical and unthinkable “mental
spirituality” of sentient beings. Although
plants have no “mysterious conscious-
ness” as high as animals, they have early
form of “mysterious consciousness.”
Except the mimosa and sunflower men-
tioned above, the growth, development
and result of some plants can be stimulat-
ed or accelerated by not only chemicals
but also music. However, the reaction of

plants is passive and unobvious while the

Buddhism and Life (II)

reaction of animals is positive and ob-
vious! (To be continued)
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