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Dear Ven. Sheng Hsuan,

Your performance touched the dry and lonely hearts of numberless
people. After viewing your three pictures and the echo of the audience, I
visualize myself in the auditorium to enjoy your dynamic and compassion.
Only the enlightened practitioner at the summit of secular world and
Buddha dharma can impress others so much. You are my guru indeed.

Yours in the dharma,

cch
2011/12/10
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Address to the World Buddhist Sangha Congregation for
World Peace in Celebration of the 2600th Year Anniversary of
Buddha's Enlightenment

By Most Ven. Liao Chung
president of the WBSC

H.E. Mr. President Mahinda Rajapaksa, the Most Ven. B. Wimalaratana maha thero,
chairperson of the conference, members of the maha sangha from many parts of the

world, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: Good morning! May you be blessed by
the Buddha!

It is very meaningful and extraordinary for the Sri Lankan Buddhist community to
invite the sangha members and lay people from the whole world to gather at Colombo
to pray for world peace in celebration of the 2600th year anniversary of the Buddha’s
enlightenment. On behalf of the World Buddhist Sangha Council, I am very happy
to have the privilege to express my highest salutation, respect and thanks to the Sri
Lankan Buddhist community for your effort and contribution in organizing such a grand
conference.

With the full support of H.E. Mr. President Mahinda Rajapaksa and government officials,
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this international Buddhist program brings forth a very unique scene. The serene and
elegant yellow robes from different countries wave in Colombo. The dhamma drum is
beating loudly. The dhamma sound is echoing fluently. What a peaceful atmosphere! The
human beings and devas are much moved. The sun and moon are outshone. This is the
great event of international Buddhist community.

Sri Lankan Buddhism has made magnificent achievements in the past as well as in
the present. It is not only an old Buddhist country but the pioneer in promoting the
Buddhist internationalization in modern day. For the present, there are two powerful and
active international Buddhist organizations which convene regularly: One is the World
Fellowship of Buddhists, and the other one is the World Buddhist Sangha Council. The
former one was founded in Colombo in 1950 by Dr. Malalasekera of Sri Lanka; while
the latter one was founded also in Colombo in May 1966 by Ven. Pimbure Sorata Thera.
Our Buddhist friends around the world gather here today for world peace to celebrate the
2600th year anniversary of Buddha’s enlightenment. This will add another glorious page
to the history of Sri Lankan Buddhism.

The Buddha appeared in human world, practiced to gain enlightenment, propagated
the teachings of helping the world with compassion, and taught all living beings to be
liberated from sufferings and to obtain happiness. Therefore, Buddhism proposes that all
beings are equal and should co-exist peacefully. Only peace can bring happiness to the
world. Only equality can give dignity to life. The purpose we spread Buddha dharma is to
seek for world peace and equality of beings.

War never dissolves the dispute among humankind, but increases the mutual revenge and
incites hatred. The endless war will drown people into the suffering of disasters with no
peaceful days. Therefore, only the search for world peace and the promotion of Buddha’s
teachings can relieve human’s sufferings and establish harmonious world.

In this World Sangha Congregation for World Peace in Celebration of the 2600th Year
Anniversary of Buddha’s Enlightenment, I would like to make an appeal to the politicians
of the world: Please stop the development of the weapons which will destroy human
beings! Please work together for the well-beings of whole humanity and the ideal of
world family.

At last but not least, may the very success of this congregation bring about world peace,
humanity’s happiness, the prosperity of Sri Lanka, and the good health of H.E. Mr.
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, members of maha sangha, and all devotees.

Thank you very much!
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