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While on this point, another related
matter is that we need to appreciate is that
Sakyamuni Buddha had emphasized that
children possess innate talents and skills.
It is the responsibility of parents, teachers
and society at large to draw out the inner
potential of a child. For example, a child
may be very interested in art or music,
but unless we provide the opportunity
as well as the necessary encouragement
and support, we cannot expect the innate
musical talent to blossom. For much the
same reason, parents are to be mindful
that not all children want to study science
or math and get A’s in these and other
academic-orientated subjects. Some
children like to draw, some like to sing,
to do something which is creative and so
on. Parents must provide support for their
child to develop his or her innate creative
genius. Prince Siddhartha is the best
example, if not indeed the best role model
you can have for promoting creativity

among children, because even from very

young age he constantly inquired and
probed into all kinds of subjects. Since
he investigated and experimented, he was
able to think in unconventional or non-
traditional ways. In modern day parlance,
we refer to this positive approach as
lateral thinking or, “thinking out of the
box”. Based on this strikingly positive
thinking and attitude of Sakyamuni
Siddhartha to learning and personal self-
development, I published recently the
book titled, SIDDHARTHA: Prince
of Peace, as a superb role model for
parents and for children and youngsters
to emulate. This true-life example of
Prince Siddhartha is a classic showcase
for anyone to realize their true abilities.
It serves as a powerful guide for one to
develop oneself and not just to blindly
conform to beliefs, concepts and ideas or

to follow routine ways and methods.
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Often due to economic or sociological

reasons very talented children have no

26 $ETA

chance to develop their latent creative
abilities. As concerned members of
society, they should provide opportunities
for such children to develop their
individual potential. The government
too must shoulder its responsibility by
providing assistance for such talents
and skills to bloom. Likewise, captains
of business and industry should come
forward and do their bit under the
principle of social responsibility by
extending scholarships, sponsorships and
other forms of assistance. I have been
drawing attention to these and several
other social issues and challenges,
wherever and whenever I get the
opportunity to do so, especially among
leaders, parents and organizations.
Hopefully, this will help future
generations be creative and highly
productive as well as be blessed with
more meaningful and purposeful lives.
If we fail to undertake the foregoing
pro-active measures outlined, the future
generation of youngsters would be just
drifting or existing. Worse still, they may
be influenced by negative influences and
indulge in unwholesome activities. In this

regard, it is also important to bear in mind



the critical and urgent need to imbue a
strong moral and ethical fibre among
the younger generation. Even if they are
successful in whatever they do, they may
not be truly happy. They may not know
how to live a contented life. Furthermore,
it is a fact that many successful persons,
such as businessman, industrialist and
politicians have achieved their successes
through unhealthy, even wrongful ways.
For example, one can be very successful
by selling products which are harmful and
will even destroy life, like illegal drugs.
Once again, the best way to prevent this
from happening is by cultivating the mind

of the child from young age.
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An equally sad, feature of modern
society which demands urgent attention
is the neglect of parents in their twilight
years. After giving so much love and
making great sacrifices to bring up their
children, steadily increasing number of
aged parents are completely neglected
by their ungrateful children. The reality
is that we can not expect children to
possess filial piety when they grow up
automatically. The culture of being filial
to one’s parents has to be painstakingly

inculcated in a child from young age. In
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the past because of the extended family,
the tradition of filial duty was passed on
from one generation to the next. Children
developed a joy in looking after and
nursing their aged parents naturally. But
in the nuclear family situation in modern
society this no longer takes place. In
view of this complex situation we need
to produce books, teaching materials,
lessons and training to ensure that
children are imbued the culture of filial
duty from young age. With the absence
of the religious and cultural grooming
extended through the extended family, it
now rests squarely on leaders at all levels
of society, to undertake the responsibility
to enculturalize the younger generation
with moral and ethical values such as
showing gratitude to their parents and
teachers. With this objective in mind I
have published several books to help
parents and teachers to inculcate the
moral and ethical principle of filial duty.
A classic illustration is the moving story,
titled Matu-Posaka. It is a beautiful moral
story of how an elephant looks after and
nurses his blind and aged mother. (To be

continued)
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