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Passion and Mission (I)

Passion and Mission (I)
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Editor’s Note: Dato’ Dr. Anada Kumaraseri gave a
series of talks in Taiwan from the 8th to 16th July, 2010.
Following is his response to our interview.

miZ © REERERAIBEREMAEL - BHEH
HELE DEHERT  EERKES  THE
EEWEMEESE  SdthmELUTFERZEE
RZO—OFEtANBE+ABKEREESE &
1FEZEE - LT 2RZATIEEEIRHZ ok -

Q: You have been giving public talks on Sakyamuni
Buddha’s Dhamma to audiences all over the world.
Could you tell us why you do this with such great
passion? Also, our readers would be interested to
know a little bit about yourself and of your mission

+¥TR 55
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in your current series of Dhamma Talks in Taiwan.
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Response by Dato’Dr. Ananda Kumaraseri:

TS P REE BT A 1R [R5

Thank you very much for giving me this opportunity to
discuss a subject which is so very close to my heart. To
respond appropriately to your question, I need to first
of all give you at least a glimpse of my background. I
have taken upon myself to devote my time, energy and
resources to Dhammaduta activities with a sense of
mission. In fact, this has been a burning spiritual mission
of my life for quite some years now. I am committed
to share my life experience as a Dhammaputra for the
benefit of society. This urge is largely born out of a sense
of personal gratitude for my good fortune to have been
born into a Buddhist family and brought up in a home
environment steeped in Buddhist values and practices.
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Passion and Mission (I)

More specifically, I have benefited greatly, in many ways,
from the wholesome Buddhist upbringing by my beloved
parents right from infancy. I remain ever so grateful
to them for this wholesome nurturing. Although they
have passed away a few decades ago, I still recall with
deep respect and admiration all what they had sacrificed
for me and my brothers and sisters. I strongly believe
that my success in life has been due to the wholesome
Buddhist thinking, values and way of life which my
devout Buddhist parents had devotedly imbued in me
from my childhood.

FRH B fa PR & RN D R IE B EE © B T
UIEIE R E > B AREEE T ERNE
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Just to illustrate the point regarding my deep sense
of gratitude to my beloved parents: in the terms of
education, I have been able to progress academically to
the level of obtaining a doctorial degree. With regards
my profession as a career diplomat, I have reached the
pinnacle, having been appointed ambassador of my
country to Nigeria in 1984. I retired in 1995 as Director
General of ASEAN. To top this all, I have enjoyed
a happy married life and have been blessed by three
children and three adorable grandchildren. I owe it to my
dearest wife, Asoka, whom I regard as my most trusted
friend, for all the wonderful times I have been blessed
with as a husband and as a father. For all of the good
fortune I have been blessed with as a Dhammaputra,
I feel that the least I could do is to share the Sublime
Teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha with the larger society.
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Thus, I have taken it upon myself to spread the Noble
Buddha Dhamma for the benefit of all people, regardless
of which country they belong to, irrespective of their
ethnicity, religious persuasion, status in society or gender.
In pursuance of this life-goal, I have been traveling to
different countries for the past 20 years giving Dhamma
Talks, having press and TV interviews, publishing books
and producing educational and personal self-development
materials based on the Sakyamuni Buddha’s Teachings.

BRI AE B 1 3 I A AR B ECEL - R
BOH > POEE T HRER  EEESME A -
FEEETTH - POEF T LAY TEE - — U /W H
R ARG R bR R A AR 5 — UL AL
R B 5 B AR IR - sREZER > A EiREAY
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On my current visit to Taiwan, I have been giving
Dhamma talks on a number of key subjects relating
to “Living by Buddhism” to different groups in a
number of major cities. With respect to my mission of
spreading the timeless Teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha,
a major hurdle which I encountered was the vastness
of subject-matters encompassed. The Noble Teachings
of Sakyamuni Buddha is so very rich and relevant to
modern-day society that it is well-nigh impossible for
me to cover everything. As such, I thought it best to
focus my Dhammaduta efforts on the practice and the
practical application of Buddhism in everyday life for all
categories of lay people in society. I strongly believe that
this is an area where Buddhism can make a tremendous
contribution to the world.

WRFE - HEFEAE R E AT B T 5B
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I say this for a number of cogent reasons. You would
no doubt recall that in our earlier conversation, you
had rightly drawn attention to the fact that societies all
across the world are facing so many grave social ills and
crimes. Today, it is common to read in the electronic
and print media that even school children are guilty of
serious delinquent behaviour. Such disturbing reports on
the degradation of society were unheard of just a couple
of decades ago. In fact, not only the crimes and social
ills have increased appreciably in recent years all over
the world, their intensity and graveness as well as the
drop in the age of those guilty of committing them are
alarming. Contemporary society is indeed beset with so
many terrifying challenges which threaten to destroy its
very fabric. These include the serious erosion of the twin
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institutions of marriage and the family.

WHETC T HEEEER - 0] DU HEEE S i [E]
ERMZ AT ERES > & —FE Py > 2 ER
O G HEER TR AR EL G M EAIUIEE
o FAM AT DA B T RSP IR E F] > B P EA
FERNFEEZIRTR - EEMFEENHRITEA
PR X TERTHRRTOREA - BHE L - I
Az AU IR B RN EARAR S AE  T HL IR E A EL
HEEMULFEFEROREEOHEEREA - EAlExTF
R PR - FE TR YRR A RS o B RS IS AR
e S EN

The institution of marriage has eroded markedly as
evidenced in the steep increase in divorce rates in recent
years. Marriages last only for a few years. Likewise,
families today are increasingly dysfunctional. Broken
homes are rife everywhere. As a result, children
are deprived of holistic parenthood. These negative
developments are widely acknowledged as primary
causes for the widespread crimes and social ills in
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contemporary society. However, the reality is that whilst
many remedial measures have been undertaken by
governments and leaders to address these challenges,
their measures have failed to address the Root cause.
Based on my research, I am absolutely convinced of
what the Sublime Teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha said,
namely, an uncultivated or untrained mind is the Root
cause. A fundamental Teaching of Sakyamuni Buddha
is that the Mind is the forerunner of all our thoughts,
speeches and actions. It follows, therefore, that the most
effective way to address the terrifying challenges facing
modern society is the cultivation of a wholesome mental
self-culture. This, significantly, is the very thrust of the
Buddha Dhamma. (To be continued)
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