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Imperativeness of Holistic Education:
Parent’s Pivotal Role

Interactive Presentation By
Dato’ Dr Ananda Kumaraseri

e : MREERERA L WK G

“Education” is one of the most used and abused words in the
English language in contemporary society. If one were to ask
10 people what the meaning and purpose of education is; one
would get 10 different answers. As if to further compound
matters, educators and policy makers differ among themselves,
often even markedly, in their perception of what education
should be. Little wonder, therefore, for education to be in such
a mess in most environments across the world. Whatever ones
belief or perception of education, the bottom line of education
is the future success, well-being and happiness of our children.
This is the sacred duty and responsibility of parents as much
as it is of teachers and the school’s culture of education as a
whole.
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Imperativeness of Holistic Education:
Parent’s Pivotal Role
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Against this backdrop, Dato’ Dr Ananda Kumaraseri would
focus on the critical importance of adopting a holistic
approach to education. He would among other pertinent things,
demonstrate to parents and teachers, the importance of the
underlying philosophy of regarding the child as the centre-
point of education. Parental duty and responsibility in bringing
up the children to bear the full benefits of holistic education as
encapsulated in the principle of Pubbha Acariya (Parents are
paramount teachers) would be revisited. Beyond question, this
is so essential for ensuring a child’s ability to live a purposeful
and happy life in the midst of ever competing demands on time
and expectations.
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Aside from highlighting the relevance of holistic education in
ensuring the success, well-being and happiness of our children,
Dato’ Dr Kumaraseri would also discuss key principles of
pedagogy (teaching methods and techniques) namely, the
concept of pariyatie, patipati and pativeda. The modern English
reference to this insightful wisdom of holistic education is
cognitive, affective and psycho-motor domains of learning.
These and other key elements of holistic education need to be
understood and appreciated by not only teachers, but equally
important, by parents as well in order to maximize the real
benefits to be reaped for the present and future generations.
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Imperativeness of Holistic Education:
Parent’s Pivotal Role
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Dato’ Dr Kumaraseri has authored over a dozen landmark
books on human values, education and personal development.
He is a much sought after speaker in Malaysia and abroad.
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Ambassador Dato’ Dr. G.K. Ananda Kumaraseri is a career
ambassador of over 30 years standing. He retired in 1995 as
Director General ASEAN. Since then he has authored several
notable books on such important subjects as the cultivation of
human values, personal development, holistic education and
peace. He is a much sought after Dhamma Speaker in Malaysia
and overseas. His recent treatise on holistic motherhood and
parenting is widely used as a practical yet effective training
manual for courses On social ills and crimes such as drug abuse,
AIDS, child abuse and gender inequality.
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Dato’ G.K. Ananda Kumaraseri has carved a niche for
himself in espousing the concept of “Living by Buddhism”
by emphasizing the practice and practical application of the
Buddha’s Teachings in daily life. His landmark books include:
My First Word Book: Holistic Education, A Compendium
of Buddhist Personal Names: Heritage and Significance of
Adoption, Living by Buddhism: The Way Forward, Living by
Buddhism: Advancing from Knowing to Being, My Alphabet
Book: Holistic Education, The Terrifying Drug Menace:
Relevance and Role of Buddhism, Welcoming the Birth of a
Child, Angulimala : Transforming Lives, Matu-Posaka: Joy of
Honouring Parents, Motherhood and Parenting: Key to Social
Structuring and SIDDHARTHA : Prince of Peace.
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Imperativeness of Holistic Education:
Parent’s Pivotal Role
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His popular Dhamma Talks are on Personal Self-Development,
Actualising Excellence, Mental Self-Cultivation : Path to
Success, Well-Being and Happiness. Self-Actualising Goals,
Wise and Caring Parent, Imperativeness of Buddhist Education,
Buddhist Education: Teaching Methods and Techniques,
Buddhist Educational Tools and Training, Buddhist Education
: Challenges and Opportunities, the Joy of Honouring Parents
, Erosion of Filial Piety, The Gender Issue: Striking at the
Root, Sacredness of Motherhood, Holistic Family Life : Key
to Success, Well-Being and Happiness, Peace: A Re-look,
SIDDHARTHA: Role Model for Peace , Transforming Life
Here and Now, Terrifying Drug Abuse, Drug Abuse: Better
Prevention than Rehabilitation etc.
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