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The moral of the story is that if an
elephant can be so noble and filial, surely
human beings can be expected to be far
better. Through the medium of a story
that is pregnant with evocative prose
aimed at stirring the emotions coupled
with graphic illustrations, children
learn the moral lessons and are able to
retain them easily. Morals and ethics
are not to be taught like other subjects.
They are to be caught and internalized
in the child. That is to say, we should
not endeavour to instruct children to do
this and that and not to do this and that
and the other just as we state rules and
regulations. The mind does not work that
way. The mind responds more positively
to emotions, experiential learning and
teaching by example than to instruction
and memorization of lessons or religious
teachings.
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This brings us to the very important
subject of the failure of the systems
of education we have today. It is truly
unfortunate that we fail to appreciate
that Sakyamuni Buddha is the greatest
teacher ever known. His way of teaching
is so wonderfully holistic. It is imperative
that we seize the opportunity to follow
Sakyamuni Buddha as a role model
teacher and use his pedagogy, that is, his
teaching methods and techniques. Here
again , [ thought that merely talking about

theories and concepts about Sakyamuni



Buddha’s superb teaching methods and
techniques would not address the failure
of education systems. I strongly feel it
would be far more effective if I were to
produce educational tools, especially text
books to draw attention to this area of
neglect in Dhammaduta activities. My
Alphabet Book is a classic example of
this mission.
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Passion and Mission (IV)
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Conventionally, for several centuries
we have been taught the alphabet A
by associating it with apple, B with
boy, C with cat and so through what is

+$TR 29
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termed in learning psychology as the
method of cognition. That is, the child
learns A through cognition of an apple.
Furthermore, this method relies heavily
on memorisation. But the Buddha taught
in a much more powerful method through
what he termed as pariyatti, patipati
and pativeda. In modern parlance, these
three levels of learning are referred to as
cognitive, affective and psycho-motor
learning. So instead of teaching A is for
apple we teach A is for altar. Through this
method of holistic education, a teacher
is able to run the lesson A is for altar for
hours and hours, throughout the year. This
method of teaching is certainly far more
versatile and powerful for it incorporates
all three levels of learning . We can
introduce simulation by organizing the
children to have a puja in the class. Each
student could bring an item for the puja,
they can recite wonderful gathas. As they
recite the gathas and perform the puja,
they learn fundamental realities of life
based on Sakyamuni Buddha’s Dhamma.
For example, they learn the importance
of developing virtues by learning that a
flower which has got scent is the one that

is able to attract insects and get pollinated

30 F¥TR

and become a delicious fruit. In contrast,
even however bright and beautiful a
flower is, but without any scent, it will
not attract the bees and butterflies and get
pollinated and become a delicious fruit.
The children are taught that like the sweet
scented flower if they have virtue, if
they have goodness or kindness, they too
can attract a lot of friends and everyone
would love them. On the other hand, even
if they were beautiful and rich, but do not
have good qualities, nobody would want
to be their friend.
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In addition, through the role play
and simulation of a puja the teacher
provides interactive learning. Unlike the
conventional method, the teacher is not
teaching, but only facilitating the child’s
learning. The teacher is encouraging the

children to communicate. And as the
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children ask questions and interact, they
learn a lot more. This method of teaching
also has the advantage of enabling the
teacher to transport the lesson from
classroom to home. The children would
return the next day and proudly report to
the teacher all the good things they did
at home based on the lesson they learnt
in the classroom. In this way, the child
develops a pride and joy in doing good
and avoiding wrong thoughts, speech and
actions.
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I am delighted to state that many parents
and teachers have confirmed that this

method of teaching is far superior to
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threatening a child with punishment for
misbehaviour. Instead, children become
inspired to behave correctly. They are
happy to do good deeds and they find
learning to be fun. In short, not only do
they learn, they become what they learn.
They become beautiful human beings. I
earnestly hope that parents, teachers and
leaders from all sections of society would
appreciate the Buddha’s Teaching method
and techniques and inculcate the practice
and practical application of the Noble
Teachings of Sakyamuni Buddha into
the system of education that will ensure
happier and more meaningful lives for
our future generation and those who are
yet to come.(The end)
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